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HOUSE BILL 3195
By  Arriola

AN ACT  to amend Tennessee Code Annotated, Title 4, Chapter
11; Title 4, Chapter 21; Title 4, Chapter 34, Part 2; Title 12,
Chapter 4 and Title 49, relative to discrimination.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE:

SECTION 1.  Tennessee Code Annotated, Section 4-21-302, is amended by deleting the

section in its entirety and by substituting instead the following:

Section 4-21-302.

(a)  A person claiming to be aggrieved by a discriminatory practice, or a member

of the commission may file with the commission a written sworn complaint stating that a

discriminatory practice has been committed, setting forth the facts sufficient to enable

the commission to identify the persons charged (hereinafter the respondent).  Within

fourteen (14) days after receipt of the complaint, the commission shall serve on the

complainant a notice acknowledging the filing of the complaint and informing the

complainant of the respondent's time limits and choice of forums under this chapter.

(b)  The commission staff, or a person designated pursuant to its rules, shall

promptly investigate the matter to determine whether the discriminatory practice exists

and shall within fourteen (14) days furnish the respondent with a copy of the complaint
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and a notice advising the respondent of the respondent's procedural rights and

obligations under this chapter.

(c)  The complaint must be filed within one (1) year after the commission of the

alleged discriminatory practice.

(d)

(1)  The commission staff, or a person designated pursuant to its rules,

shall commence an investigation of the complaint within thirty (30) days after the

filing of the complaint.  The commission staff, or designee, shall promptly

investigate the matter to determine whether the discriminatory practice exists.

(2)  If it is determined that there is no reasonable cause to believe that the

respondent has engaged in a discriminatory practice, the commission shall

furnish a copy of the order to the complainant, the respondent, and such public

officers and persons as the commission deems proper.

(e)

(1)  The complainant, within thirty (30) days after receiving a copy of the

order dismissing the complaint, may file with the commission an application for

reconsideration of the order.

(2)  Upon such application, the commission or an individual designated

pursuant to its rules shall make a new determination within thirty (30) days

whether there is reasonable cause to believe that the respondent has engaged in

a discriminatory practice.

(3)  If it is determined that there is no reasonable cause to believe that the

respondent has engaged in a discriminatory practice, the commission shall issue

an order dismissing the complaint after reconsideration, and furnishing a copy of
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the order to the complainant, the respondent, and such public officers and

persons as the commission deems proper.

SECTION 2.  This act shall take effect July 1, 2002, the public welfare requiring it.


